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  OUR NEW PRIEST 

Some churches, when seeking a new priest, may expect to appoint the perfect vicar! We do not! Like all 
extended families, All Saints has its ups and downs, its strengths and weaknesses, its differences, doubts, 
fears and vulnerabilities. However we work together in a spirit of mutual respect, understanding and 
compromise and we hope for much the same in our priest. 

We like to express our Christianity in a joyful way and have fun. We like to eat, drink and be merry, 

whilst being mindful of those less fortunate than ourselves, and we will welcome whoever comes to 

lead and guide us, offering our friendship and support . 

We are looking for a new incumbent who is: 

!ƴ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ƳŀƭŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ Χ 

- Who will lead us from maintenance to mission 

- Who is energetic and inspirational, and who will enthuse, lead and support the congregation and 
PCC in consolidating and building on those areas where more work is needed. 

Willing to continue with our Anglo-Catholic tradition, practices and position 

- Who is a person of prayer and integrity, and will assist us with our personal growth in holiness, 
deepening our faith. 

Willing to lead us in Mission, Outreach, Growth and Pastoral care 

- Willing to play an important role in outreach into the community and take the church forward by 
working in a collaborative manner with the PCC and other church members 

- Willing to continue the high-standards of pastoral care. 

Willing to encourage children and young people in worship  

- Experienced in working with young families to encourage attendance and growth in Faith. 

- Willing to develop new opportunities for involving children and teenagers in all aspects of church life  

A sympathetic listener and a good communicator and able to relate to all age groups 

- With the ability to communicate well with people of a variety of ages, including strong interpersonal 
skills 

- Who will provide intellectual stimulus through well researched and delivered sermons 

A sound administrator, with good IT and organisational skills 

- Who is as comfortable with delegation, as he is with chairmanship. 

We have tried to keep this profile as succinct as possible, ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ άŦƭŀǾƻǳǊέ of what we are about, and 
we hope you like what you have read. We hope that All Saints will be a place where you will want to come, 
to worship with us, and to make your home with us and lead us.  

If you think you may be the very person we are looking for, please contact The Right Reverend Bishop of 
9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ 
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   INTRODUCTION 

After a blessed period of consolidation and stability at All Saints, our previous incumbent has taken up a 
semi-retirement post as Chaplain at St Michaels, Beaulieu-sur-mer in the South of France and we are now 
looking for the right priest to inspire and lead us on the next stage of our journey, as we grow further in the 
community.  

 

   THE SETTING 

The town of Twickenham is within the London Borough of Richmond, and is sited between Richmond to the 
north east, Hounslow to the west, Teddington to the 
south.  It is a pleasant, relatively affluent town with 
the River Thames flowing on its doorstep, eight miles 
from the centre of London.  Its surroundings are 
surprisingly green; two of the largest London parks 
are within two miles of Twickenham:  Richmond Park 
and Bushy Park. The Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew 
are only three miles away.  

Twickenham is synonymous with rugby and this southwest London suburban town is the setting for the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ-built rugby stadium ς the home of the England rugby union team 
and Headquarters of the Rugby Football Union.  The town is also home to the premier 
league club Harlequins that play at The Stoop (and is shared by Harlequins Rugby League). 

 

Heathrow is just six miles away (as the crow flies) and the M3, M25, M4 are within 
easy reach. The town is excellently served by public transport: journeys from 
Twickenham Rail station to London Waterloo are very frequent and take just 25 
minutes.  Several buses run through the town connecting it directly with Kew, 
Hammersmith, Heathrow, Richmond and Staines. 

 

The ward is represented in Parliament by Vince Cable MP, the current Secretary of State for Business, 
Innovation and Skills. 

  

Deer in Richmond Park River Thames 

Kew Gardens 
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 THE PARISH      

The Parish of Upper Twickenham is to the west of the town centre, within the Diocese of London in the 
Kensington Episcopal area and Hampton Deanery.  The population of the parish is around 7500, and is a 
residential suburb with many young families; within the parish is one primary school (Trafalgar Junior & 
Infant School), one senior school (Waldegrave School for Girls) and four nurseries.  Also within the parish are 
two sets of local shops, a residential home for retired theatrical professionals.  On the northern boundary of 
the parish is Crane Park, a wide open space following the River Crane (a tributary of the Thames) and a 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ǿƛŎƪŜƴƘŀƳ DǊŜŜƴ ƭƛŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ The parish is served by West 
Middlesex Hospital, Kingston Hospital, (both with accident and emergency facilities) and Teddington 
Memorial Hospital (with a minor injuries clinic) ς all beyond the parish boundaries.  

Around one fifth of all people in the parish are under 16, and only 12% are aged 65+.  Nearly half of all 
parishioners are economically active.   

The make-ǳǇ ƻŦ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ does not accurately reflect the greater community as it is heavily 
skewed towards the older generation.  Around one third of the regular congregation lives within the parish.   

Our electoral register currently stands at 156 almost static on 2010 figures. 

Our parish website is http://allsaintstwickenham.co.uk and a map of the parish can be seen at: 
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/all-saints-twickenham 

 

  THE CHURCH 

¶ History of the church 

The church of All Saints is a Grade II listed building. It was built 1913-14 to the 

designs of J.S.Alder.  It is an imposing red brick structure with red tiled roof set 

in a quiet no-through-road.  The large west window has a large round-headed 

stained glass panel depicting The Good Shepherd by William Morris, 1890, from 

a design by Burne Jones.   For more information on the design, see:  

http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en-437429-church-of-all-saints-

twickenham 

The foundation stone was laid by on 24 May 1913; the church was consecrated 
on 9 May 1914. We are very much looking forward to the opportunity to celebrate the foundation 
and/or consecration of the church in 2013/2014. 

¶ Buildings 

The church comprises a high altar, choir, nave (with re-furbished wooden pews) and nave altar, lady-
chapel, two side altars a large open space towards the back (used for functions and lettings), toilet, 
small kitchen and sacristy. We have an excellent modern electronic organ. The church has a sound 
system which is adequate, but will eventually need updating. 

http://allsaintstwickenham.co.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/all-saints-twickenham
http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en-437429-church-of-all-saints-twickenham
http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en-437429-church-of-all-saints-twickenham
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The church is in generally good repair.  The last quinquennial inspection ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ 
generally well cared for, with only minor problems, i.e. gutters to be cleaned, external gas pipes to 
ōŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘΣ ǎƻŦǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿŜŜŘŜŘΦέ  aƻǎǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ the roof is in 
reasonable condition.   

The church is adjoined by a fully equipped modern church hall.  This is currently let on a full time 
basis to Monkey Puzzle nursery.  This letting provides valuable income for the parish (£30,000p.a.) 
though at the cost of depriving the church use of some of its own facilities. 

The church itself is let on a regular basis to appropriate organisations such as Hampton Choral 
Society, ArtsRichmond and Integrated Neurological Services, and it has recently been proposed that 
we consider dividing off the back of the church, which is a large space, and using that more 
efficiently for church functions and lettings.  This extra space would give us much more flexibility and 
an additional source of funding. 

The church has a well-stocked vestry, including various vestments, ornaments and plate.   

¶ Organisation 

After the APCM this year, a total of 17 PCC members were confirmed, including two churchwardens, 
and two deanery synod representatives. 

¶ Communications 

Newsletter, service sheets, church noticeboards, website, local and tourist websites for special 
events, Community bulletin boards, newspaper advertising, wall banner, parish leaflet drops, film 
location weōǎƛǘŜǎΣέ CƛƭƳ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ to the appropriate need. 

¶ Our spiritual life and worship       

The PCC recently (10 April 2011) reaffirmed resolutions A, B and C by an overwhelming majority and 
we are therefore under the episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Edmonton, the Right Reverend Peter 
Wheatley, until such time as a new Bishop of Fulham is appointed. 

hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ άƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎέΣ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ.  Incense is used 
weekly and the Blessed Sacrament is reserved.  Music plays a key role in our worship and we take 
hymns from a broad range of hymnals, from the very traditional to the more contemporary.  Though 
without a regular choir, we are very fortunate to retain the services of an excellent organist.  We 
also enhance our worship on Festive occasions with trumpeters, drums, and singers. We do not 
currently have any (lay) Readers. 

The congregation follows the service via a single service sheet produced weekly, containing the 
Mass, hymns and notices. 

The Mass is the spiritual heart of the congregation and our 10a.m. Sunday worship, the focus.  
During the interregnum, Fr. John Wheeler, a retired priest living in a neighbouring parish, has been 
the principle Celebrant and has maintained a sense of continuity and stability to our worship.  Our 
congregation numbers are holding up well. 
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Facilities for children are provided towards the back of the main body of the church and this is 
regularly used by 4-5 under -fives each week.  There is at present, no formal Sunday school. Coffee is 
served after Mass, when new visitors to the church are welcomed. 

Approximate Sunday attendance and communicants are shown below: 

 2010 2009 2008 

 Attendance 

(including 

under 16s) 

Communicants Attendance 

(including 

under 16s) 

Communicants Attendance 

(including 

under 16s) 

Communicants 

Average 

Sunday 

(October 

average) 

75 60 70 50 70 50 

Easter Day 215 175 200 180 210 175 

Midnight 

Mass 

245 213 240 210 230 200 

 

Other regular worship 

There is currently no 8a.m. Mass on Sundays or evensong.  Under the previous incumbent, Morning 
Prayer and Mass were said daily, with Evening Prayer on Fridays. Fr. John is saying a Wednesday 
morning Mass for us during the interregnum and between four and seven regularly attend; and a 
small group are saying Morning Prayer together in the Church on Monday and Tuesday mornings. 

Major midweek Feast Days and Days of Obligation (Ascension Day, Ash Wednesday etc.) are 
celebrated with a sung evening Mass at 7.30p.m. The previous incumbent always ran an extremely 
popular Lent Course, preceding Easter.  In addition during 2010, we had: 

- 6 baptisms 

- 4 weddings 

- 3 funerals in church  

¶ Mission and Giving 

Our main focus for charity giving last year, was The Lighthouse School, in 
Gaza via the Hope Christian Trust (www.lhsgaza.org) 

  

Easter  
New Fire. Easter 

Easter 

http://www.lhsgaza.org/
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¶ Our social life 

Social events have become a great part of the 
community of All Saints, and include spiritual 
pilgrimages and fundraisers, as well as purely social 
gatherings.  The space at the back of the church is used 
for social events as well as, on occasions, the vicarage.  
The church hall, as a dedicated nursery is not currently 
available for use. 

 

In 2010, we held:  Advent/Christmas Market, British Airways Band Concert, various Coffee mornings 
and tea parties, Epiphany Lunch with Grand Draw, French Market and Home Produce Sale, 
Teddington Choral Society Concert, Easter Lunch, Silent Auction, Dvorak Mass in D on Sunday with 
Pimms & Canapes, Graffiti Classics Concert, Summer Concert & Dinner, Barbecue, Savoury Sunday 
Home Produce Sale, Sweet Sunday Home Produce Sale, Meditation on Botticelli. 

Our main fundraiser last year, and an important chapter in our social life, was the All Saints Got 
Talent initiative ς an opportunity for each and every member of the electoral roll to put £10 of 
church funds to work.  In total £600 was given out raising a total profit of £4,318.  People engaged in 
all sorts of activities, from sponsored walks and silences, to table top sales, home produce sales, 
ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊȅέ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ 5±5 ǎŀƭŜǎ.   

¶ Parish Organisations and Clubs 

 

The parish is home to guides, brownies and rainbows, all of which are directly 
affiliated to the church and who attend parade services on a number of occasions a 
year including Remembrance Sunday.  We are keen to increase the participation 
and attendance of these groups, in the coming years. 

 

A small bible study group ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ  

There is an active ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ group within the parish organising lunches, dinners, theatre visits and other 
events to which all women of the church are invited. 

The fundraising committee, of six members of the PCC has met regularly in the past, and is 
constantly looking for new ideas and volunteers. 

  

Canterbury 
Canterbury Walsingham Florence 


