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Discussion Group – usually alternate Tuesdays—see Fr Alex
Schola – usually Wednesdays 7.30pm – contact Fr Alex

SAINTS @ WORSHIP
services at All Saints

Sunday Parish Mass 10am
Tuesday 9.30am
Wednesday Mass 9.30am / 7pm
Thursday Mass 10am
Friday Mass 9.30am
Saturday Mass 9.30am
During the winter Masses on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday will usually be in
the Vicarage Oratory where we will be warmer!
Please check times of weekday services on our website as they may sometimes
change
visit our website on www.allsaintstwickenham.co.uk
facebook www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTwickenham
live stream www.ustream.tv/channel/all-saints-twickenham
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THE ROLLING YEAR

So what is incense? Incense is a resin which is burned
in a thurible, or censer; a kind of lidded bowl perforated
to allow air to pass through it. Charcoal is lit in the bowl
and grains of incense placed on the charcoal quickly
form aa sweet-smelling smoke. The thurible is swung to
get the maximum effect.

SUN 12TH FEB VESPERS TO CELEBRATE 65TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE QUEEN’S ACCESSION
TUES 28 FEB SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE PARTY
WED 1 MAR ASH WEDNESDAY
SUN 26 MAR

SUNG MASS 7.30PM
MOTHERING SUNDAY

SUN 9 APR

PALM SUNDAY

Objects, like saints on their festival day, the Crib at
Christmas, and the Pascal candle during Eastertide, are
sometimes censed to sanctify them as symbols for the
faithful.
The book of the Gospel is censed to show its holiness as
the word of God.

THURS 13 APR MAUNDY THURSDAY
FRI 14 APR

GOOD FRIDAY

SAT 15 APR

HOLY SATURDAY

SUN 16 APR

EASTER DAY

SUN 4 JUN

PENTECOST

Before Mass and at the offertory the Priest censes the Altar
as the place where the Blessed Sacrament is to be
consecrated. It signifies the truth of Christ’s divinity; the
solemn oblation of incense being an act of worship due to
God alone.1
The Priest is then censed, sanctifying him and setting him apart for the
actions he is about to perform in consecrating the bread and the wine to
become the Body and Blood of Christ Himself. Then the servers and the
people are censed to signify that we are all one, all set apart for God and
made holy by sharing in the Sacrament.

Sunday 12th February

And during the Paryer of Consecration, when the Priest hold up the newly
consecrated Bread and Wine, now become the Body and Blood of our Lord
Himself, the Host and Chalice are censed in recognition of the sacranmental
Presence of God Himself.

Vespers on the occasion of the
65th Anniversary of the Queen's accession

5pm followed by Afternoon Tea

(£10 for tea)
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Dear Friends,

BURNING INCENSE
What do you smell when you go into a church? What gives that special
“churchy” odour? In some churches, alas, it is age, dampness amd mustiness
which prevail. In some it is the smell of flowers or polish. But in the ones which
give a greater atmosphere of prayer and devotion it is the lingering smell of
incense. It is odd that at a time when we use more and more deodorants, airfresheners, scented candles and perfumes, all with lingering smells of their
own, some people complain about the smell of incense, a centuries’ old air
freshener—and CFC free at that! Perhaps it is because they do not
understand why incense is used in worship.
Incense was one of the gifts brought by the Wise Men to the Infant Jesus and
has always been used as a symbol of holiness. In the early years of the
Church many Christians were martyred for refusing to burn incense before
statues of the Roman Emperor; to do so would have been tantamount to
worshipping the emperor as God. That, together with the fact that there was
little desire ti advertise places of worship when the penalty for being a
Christian was death, meant that the early Christians did not use incense in
worship. However, when the threat of persecution ended, the Church began to
use incense again. It was costly, like the precious ointment poured over
Christ’s head by the woman at Bethany, and came to symbolise sacrifice and
prayer.

We should earnestly desire that our prayers might ascend as incense in
God’s sight, and that by our holiness of life we may offer ourselves to
Him. And when the minister brings the censer towards us we should
pray that, by the grace of God shed abroad in our hearts, those merits
may be communicated to us individually, and to those for whom we are
more especially bound to pray.
And he was given much incense to mingle with the prayers of all the
saints upon the golden altar before the throne; and the smoke of the
incense rose with the prayers of the saints from the hand of the angel
before God. (Revelation 8)
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Lent will soon be upon us, and our thoughts turn to
what we will do during this lent. There are several
things we traditionally do, and I will speak more
about them in next month’s magazine, but here is
an overview of our lent course this year.
Returning Home: Christian Faith in Encounter with Other Faiths.
The 2017 Lent Course explores how Christian faith has been deepened
and enriched by encounters with people of different religions.
This is not a resource that necessarily emphases common ground or
that is about dialogue but how Christian faith has burned brightly
following an encounter with the religious other. You will find familiar
Lenten themes in this material but with, what we hope, is a different
approach.
The theologian John Cobb described his deep encounter with
Buddhism in terms of a journey to another land and culture: the
newness, sometimes strangeness of the other, can be an enriching
experience. However when we return to the familiar, home is viewed
with different eyes and a deeper, perhaps more profound, appreciation.
This is why the course is called “Returning Home”.
Christians who have lived alongside, and worked with, people of other
faiths, often express their surprise and appreciation that their own
Christian faith has been enriched by these encounters. How is this the
case? Sometimes a practice such as fasting by Muslims in Ramadan
has led Christians to think again about the ancient Christian practice of
fasting, or the understanding of a concept such as suffering in an Indic
faith has prompted Christians to interrogate Christian understanding of
redemptive suffering.
The course will run on Tuesday evenings at the vicarage, but I am also
thinking of running another session during the day for those who
might not want to come out at night. Please let me know if you would
like to do this.

If you can't sleep, don’t count sheep, talk to the shepherd!
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Candles are particularly used at certain special occasions, just as we use them
especially on birthday cakes!

Farewell celebration for Bishop
Richard at St Paul’s
The Diocese will bid farewell and Godspeed
to Bishop Richard at St Paul’s Cathedral on
Candlemas, Thursday 2 February at 6pm.
After 21 years at the helm, the Bishop’s last
public act will be to celebrate the Eucharist
with the people and clergy of the Diocese.
Giving thanks for our Partnership in the Gospel
The Bishop hopes to gather as many people as possible to celebrate the
partnership in the Gospel, which has been the heart of his ministry among
us, and to look with hope and confidence to the future.
To reflect this, everyone is welcome to the service. Clergy are invited to
robe and join the procession.
The Bishop will preside over the beautiful Candlemas liturgy celebrated with
a feast of music and light in the extraordinary setting of St Paul’s.
Pop-up Cathedral in Paternoster Square
Alongside the service in the Cathedral, the Bishop will launch a parallel
celebration — a “pop-up cathedral” — in Paternoster Square shortly before
6pm.
We aim there to make use of social media to send the message that Christ
is the Light of the World to millions of people. The Bishop’s sermon and
other parts of the cathedral service will be shown on a big screen in the
Square, and there will be music, prayer and proclamation. Holy Communion
will be shared by everyone inside and outside the cathedral as the whole
body of Christ comes together with the Bishop. Tickets will not be
necessary. All are welcome to join the celebrations inside and outside St
Paul’s. Anyone with particular accessibility needs is invited to send their
details to candlemasparish@stpaulscathedral.org.uk.
At the end of the service, the Bishop will come to the Great West Doors,
where the outdoor congregation will gather with him as he blesses the city
of London and its people. You are most welcome to come to St Paul’s to
proclaim and celebrate the Light of Christ with Bishop Richard as he
concludes his ministry among us by sending us out to shine as lights in the
world to the glory of God.
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At Candemas, we sometimes process round the church with lighted candles as
a symbol of the “Light to lighten the Gentiles”, as Simeon prophesied when the
Child Jesus was presented in the Temple.
And on Holy Saturday we keep the great festival of light to celebrate the
Resurrection. On this night we light the new fire.
Father, we share in the light of Your glory through Your Son, the Light of
the world.
Make this new fire holy, and inflame us with new hope.
Purify our minds by this Easter celebration, and bring us one day to the
feast of eternal light.
From this new fire is lit the Paschal, or Easter candle.
May the Light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts
and minds.
As this candle is carried in procession from the church door to the altar, the
Deacon intones three times, “Christ our Light!”; and we respond, “Thanks be to
God!” as our own candles are lit from it: and as it reaches the altar all the church
lights are put on. This dramatically symbolises our passing from darkness to
light. The lighted candles are held for the Easter proclamation, a great recital of
the history of our redemption.
Candles are lit again for the Gospel, for the Procession to the Font and the
Renewal of our Baptismal promises.
All this signifies the Victory of Christ our Light over the powers of darkness. The
lighting of candles on the altar during worship is a constant symbol and reminder
of the Easter Victory.
Lord, let this candle that I am lighting
be a light for You to guide me in my difficulties;
let it be a flame for You to warm my heart,
let it be a fire for You to burn away my selfishness, pride and moral faults.
Lord, I cannot stay long in Your church;
In lighting this candle I am giving You something of myself,
Help me to make a prayer of all that I do this day.
13

LIGHTING CANDLES
Jesus bids us shine like a pure clear light
lika a little candle burning in the night!
Light is a major theme of Christianity, and even after the advent of gas and then
electric lighting the apparently living flame of a candle is still preferred as a symbol
of Christ the Light of the world. Even in our secular life we like to use candles—to
celebrate birthdays, to create a romantic atmosphere, or simply to create a soft
ambience.
Light is an important Christian symbol. Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.”
The Bible tells us that the “light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not
overcome it.” That is why candles are placed on the altar. Of course, in days gone
by, they also helped the priest to see what he was reading in the missal!
Candles are often found burning in front of statues. They are a sign that someone
has prayed there and left a light to guide others to do the same.
We are enjoined to pray for one another, and
sometimes people will especially ask us to pray for
them or for their loved ones in a particular need. For
those of us brought up with a living realisation of the
Communion of Saints it is a natural step to ask for the
prayers of the saints as well; after all they too are our
friends. And so the statues of popular saints acquired
pricket stands for the candles of those who have
asked for their prayers. (Statues of saints are the
Church’s equivalent of photographs of our family and friends.) People ask the
saint for his or her prayers, light a candle at the shrine, and often touch the statue
as they leave, much as they would shake hands with or kiss a friend. This brings
into our devotions the sense of touch, which usually has only a small apart to play
in our prayer life,
12
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Each week we are asked to pfay for the people who live or work in particular
roads in our parish.
During February these roads are: week beginning 5th

Hampton Road

week beginning 12th

Second Cross Road, Chestnut Road,

week beginning 19th

Third Cross Road, Elmsleigh Road

week beginning 26th

Gothic Road, Trafalgar Road

Nursery Rhymes Updated for the 21st Century

Please pray for the soul of Brenda Wheeler, who died on 19th January.

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall
The structure of the wall was incorrect
So he won ten grand with Claims Direct

Pray also for Fr John and their famiy who mourn her.

It’s raining, it’s pouring
Of course it’s global warming
Jack and Jill went into town
To fetch some chips and sweeties
Now he can’t keep his heart rate down
And she’s got diabetes
Mary had a little lamb
It ran into a pylon
10,000 volts went up it’s leg
And turned it’s wool to nylon

6

Contributed by John Littley
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Receive the Host from Fr Alex. Then consume the Host and wait to be given
the Chalice and purificator. Then give the Chalice to the servers on your side
until you meet the other Chalice assistant going the other way!.
Follow Fr Alex down the steps and move a little way to the side; this gives
room for people to wait to receive the Chalice without blocking the way for
those waiting for the Host.
When you give the Chalice remember that some people will take it from you,
while others don’t – don’t let go unless you are sure!
When you have finished, wait till the others have finished too (unless Fr Alex
indicates to you otherwise), then follow Fr Alex and the other Assistant up into
the sanctuary and put the Chalice on the altar.
Bow and return to your place.

I wIll go unto the AltAr of god…
In mid February I shall be doing the next rota list! It would be good to have
some new people offering their services on these rotas and to this end I have
written a resume of the duties of each. If you feel called to help our worship in
any of these ways, please see me. Thank you. Margaret

Sidesmen.
The job of sidesman is very important; it is the first point of contact for new
people and for visitors, and the way people
are greeted when they first come will form the
lasting impression they have of All Saints.
Those on duty should be in church about 20-30 minutes before the service is
due to begin.

“Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.” (1 Corinthians 14)

Keep an eye on the door and be ready to welcome people, especially
strangers, as they come in. Don’t stand chatting, especially to regulars! - do
that afterwards! Give people whatever is to be handed out and if necessary
help them to find a seat.

“Whatever you do, look as if you are meant to be doing it,” was the advice
given to my sons by the MC who taught them to serve.
Thank you to all who offer their services to God in welcoming his people and in
ensuring that our worship is worthy of Him.
Please remember that it is a special privilege to assist in worship in these
ways, and should you find yourself unable to fulfil a duty, please arrange a
substitute as early as possible; it is not good to be rushing round at the last
minute trying to find someone to read, to greet people or to administer the
Chalice.
Lord, to everyone supplying
different gifts for all to use,
Give us strength, on Thee relying,
all our selfishness to lose.
May we each in our vocation
with Thy Spirit be instilled.
By Thy humble Incarnation,

Sidesmen also choose two people to take up the elements at the Offertory –
try to choose people who have not done it for a while unless there is a
particular reason for choosing certain people. Don’t ask strangers unless
there is a special reason to do so and you are sure they know what they are
doing.
One sidesman at least should remain at the back until the Alleluia to greet
anyone who comes in late – nothing is more off-putting than to make an
effort to come to church, arrive late and find no-one to welcome you. Keep an
eye open for latecomers when you have taken your seats too!
At the Offertory, sidesmen organise those taking up the elements (take any
lids from the wine); the breads go on the right, the wine on the left.

Then take the collection. When you take the collection up, wait for it to be
blessed, then take it to the back, put into the bag provided and give it to
Willie or a churchwarden.
After Mass, try to greet again any strangers and offer them coffee..
10
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Intercessors

Readers

Go to the lectern towards the end of the creed, turn on the microphone and wait
till people are settled. Speak slowly and clearly and keep your head up!

If you want to check the readings beforehand Fr Alex
can give you the references. If you look them up at
home remember that the translation on the lectern may
be different!

You are welcome to make up your own intercessions if you wish. If you do the
general format should be:

If you are unsure about any pronunciation Fr Alex or Margaret will advise, but
with proper names all that really matters is consistency – if you read it as it
looks it is probably OK! But if the same name occurs more than once in your
reading it helps to pronounce it the same way each time!
(My son started reading in Church at about the age of seven. He had great
difficulty trying to pronounce Ecclesiasticus – just couldn’t get his tongue
round it – so ended up just saying “ A reading from the Old Testament! He
also caused mild hysterics in the congregation on the feast of the Holy Family
when he misread “Do not despise your father in his old age” as “Do not
dispose of your father in his old age!) So don’t worry about getting it wrong –it
can shed a whole new light on things!
Speak up and read slowly – and keep your head up – you can look down with
your eyes without having to drop your head down too which makes you less
audible.
For the first reading, go to the to the lectern at the end of the Gloria (or at the
end of the collect on occasions when there is no Gloria). Turn on the
microphone by pushing the button fully up. Wait until everyone is sitting before
you start – a short pause doesn’t matter and it ensures everyone’s attention.
When you finish turn off the microphone and if necessary, turn the page so
that the book is ready for the next reader
For the second reading go up at the end of the psalm, and continue as for the
first. When you have finished, close the book and put it on the wall behind you
and turn off the microphone.

At the end, don’t gabble “The word of the Lord” – say it loudly and clearly.
When everyone has responded, bow to the altar and return to your seat.

First an introduction referring to the season or festival, or to
the theme from the readings.
Then should come prayers for
the world-wide church and its leaders,
the world in which we live; for whatever is in the news, for
governments and world leaders, for war zones and any
affected by natural disasters or terrorism.
the local church and community, especially for Fr Alex and our own
congregation;
the sick and those in need, especially those who have asked for our
prayers;
anything else appropriate to the time of year and what is happening
around us.
the departed, and those whose anniversary of death is during the coming
week.
Finish with a note of thanksgiving and a short silence for our own prayers
followed by the Hail Mary.

Or you can use the ones printed in the book which should be on the wall behind
the lectern ready open at the appropriate page. An introduction to the Hail Mary
is on the lectern.
When you have finished turn towards the priest so that he knows you have
finished and wait till the Amen at the end. Remember to turn off the
microphone!

Chalice Assistants
Chalice Assistants have to be licenced by the bishop, so if you
feel called to this ministry you will need to speak to Fr Alex.
When the bells ring and the servers move in front of the altar
and go up and join them, one at each end.
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