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THE ROLLING YEAR 

TUES 13TH FEBRUARY SHROVE TUESDAY—PANCAKE PARTY IN THE VICARAGE 7.30PM 

WED 14 FEBRUARY ASH WEDNESDAY 

SAT 17 FEBRUARY QUIZ NIGHT 

SUN 11 MARCH 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 

HOME PRODUCE SALE AFTER MASS 

SUN 25 MARCH PALM SUNDAY 

THURS 29 MARCH MAUNDY THURSDAY 

FRI 30 MARCH GOOD FRIDAY 

SAT 31 MARCH HOLY SATURDAY 

SUN 1 APRIL EASTER DAY 

MON 9—FRI 13 APRIL PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 

SAT 12TH MAY GAMES NIGHT 7.30PM 

SUN 20 MAY PENTECOST 

SUN 27 MAY TRINITY 

SUN 3 JUNE CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY 

SAT 9TH JUNE COFFEE MORNING  VENUE TBC 

SAT 7TH JULY TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC 3PM 

SAT 1ST SEPT EAST END PUB QUIZ 7.30PM 

SUN 2ND SEPT 
HARVEST  

FARMERS’ MARKET AFTER MASS 

SAT IN SEPT TBC BARN DANCE 

Advance notice! 

In March the Sale will be on Mothering Sunday (March 11th) 
instead of the first Sunday of the month 

February’s sale will be the first Sunday of the month (4th) 
as usual. 

Home Produce and Bric-a-Brac Sales 
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Dear Friends, 

As I write this, Christmas seems far behind and Lent 
seems to be approaching fast! 

Each year during Lent we try and take some time for 
looking at our faith, and often meet in groups. This 
year we will looking at St John’s Gospel. 

The Monks of the Society of St John the Evangelist 
(SSJE) are the oldest religious community in the 
Anglican church and have produced a booklet with 
theme “Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John”. 

There is a booklet and each day there is a video to look at through the 
SSJE website. Each day a Brother will comment on the daily Scripture 
verse. They will share facets of their own relationship with Jesus and 
suggest possibilities for further reflection. At the beginning of each week 
participants will be encouraged to pray for a particular grace; at the end of 
each week, an inviting question helps us to translate that grace into our 
daily life. 

To access the video you simply sign-up online at http://
meetingjesusinjohn.org - there is no cost, and we will look at some of the 
videos in our Tuesday evening group. I hope many of you will join in with 
this. If you would like an accompanying booklet then please speak to me. 

I hope that Lent will be and exciting and challenging time for us all. 

With my love and prayers 

The Lent Group will meet at Ken & Val's at 7.30pm on each Tuesday in Lent. 



 4 

Followed by 

Home Produce and Bric-a-Brac Sale 



 5 

13th February 

PANCAKE 
PARTY 

In the Vicarage 

14th February 

Sung Mass 

with 

Imposition  

of the Ashes 

7.30pm 
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On February 2nd, forty days after our Lord’s birthday, 

the Christmas season officially draws to a close with 

the great festival of light—Candlemas. The feast has 

many titles—the Purification of our Lady, the 

Presentation of our Lord in the Temple, Candlemas—

each of which emphasises a different aspect of its 

story. 

According to Jewish Law and Tradition, forty days after her confinement a woman 

had to offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving and purification in the Temple, and to present 

the child, especially a male first-born, to the Lord. 

(This practice was echoed by the Church in the Book of Common Prayer’s Service of 

Thanksgiving of Women after Childbirth, or “Churching”, which has unfortunately 

fallen into disuse in modern times, perhaps partly due to the advances in medical 

science which mean that few women nowadays feel the need to give thanks for 

deliverance from the “great pain and peril of childbirth”! Perhaps it needs updating!) 

So Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple and there met Simeon, an old and 

good man. His reaction on seeing our Lord in His mother’s arms was of great joy; his 

life’s purpose had been achieved and now he could die in peace. 

Thus the great song which we know as the Nunc Dimittis was born, and from the 

words of this canticle comes the most popular of the titles of this feast—Candlemas—

a Light to lighten the Gentiles. 

Even after the invention of gas and then electric lighting, the candle has remained the 

Christian symbol of light. Its flickering flame strains anf strives upwards towards a 

heavenly Creator, standing on tiptoe to penetrate the darkness around it; it gives light 

at the cost of its own being, in consuming itself [it] giveth light. All these associations 

give it a greater symbolic value that the greater light but lesser 

meaning afforded by the electric light bulb. And even in the 

secular world of today, the candle is valued for its evocative 

ambience—the candle industry today is bigger than ever as we 

appreciate the romance and grace of dinner by candlelight—and 

what would we do without candles on a birthday cake!?! 
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At Candlemas our candles are blessed in the name of the Lord, the Light to 

enlighten the Gentiles, and then carry them in procession to light up all the dark 

corners with symbols of our faith in Him –Let your light so shine before men that 

they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in Heaven. At the 

end of the service, as we may do at ay time when we come into Church to pray, we 

leave them burning in the pricket stand as signs to any who see them that 

someone had been praying here recently, and as an encouragement for them to 

do the same. 

As Shakespeare puts it in The Merchant of Venice; 

 How far that little candle throws its beams! 

 So shines a good deed in a naughty world. 

Two lovely old prayer in the beautiful ancient Office of Compline, the last 

community prayers of the monastic day, are worth praying in the context of 

Candlemas. 

Lighten our darkness we beseech Thee O Lord; and by Thy 

great mercy protect us from the perils and dangers of this 

night; for the love of Thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ 

and 

Look down, O Lord from Thy heavenly throne; illuminate the 

darkness of this night with Thy celestial brightness, and from 

the sons of Light banish the deeds of darkness, 

We too have seen with Simeon the Lord’s salvation; we pray that with us, as with 

Simeon and Anna, the prophetess in the Temple, the prophecy will come true;  

I shall light a candle of understanding in thine heart, which shall not be put out.  

(2 Esdras 14:25—Apocrypha) 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
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A priest, a Pentecostal preacher, and a rabbi all served as Chaplains 
at a local university. They would get together two or three times a 
week for coffee and to talk shop. 

One day, someone made the comment that preaching 
to people isn't really all that hard. A real challenge 
would be to preach to a bear. 

One thing led to another, and they decided to do an 
experiment. They would go out into the woods, find a 
bear, preach to it, and attempt to convert it. 

Seven days later, they all came together to discuss the experience. 

Father Flannery, who had his arm in a sling, was on crutches, and 
had various bandages on his body and limbs, went first. 

 "Well," he said, "I went into the woods to find me a bear. 
And when I found him, I began to read to him from the 
Catechism. Well, that bear wanted nothing to do with me 
and began to slap me around. So I quickly grabbed my holy 
water, sprinkled him and; Holy Mary Mother of God; he 
became as gentle as a lamb. The bishop is coming out next 
week to give him first communion and confirmation." 

Reverend Billy Bob spoke next. He was in a 
wheelchair, had one arm and both legs in casts, and 
had an IV drip.. He said "WELL, brothers, you 
KNOW that we don't sprinkle! I went out and I 
FOUND me a bear. And then I began to read to my 
bear from God's HOLY WORD! But that bear 
wanted nothing to do with me. So I took HOLD of 
him and we began to wrestle. We wrestled down one 
hill, UP another and DOWN another until we came to a creek. So I 
quickly DUNKED him and BAPTIZED his hairy soul. And just like 
that, he became as gentle as a lamb. We spent the rest of the day 
praising Jesus." 

The priest and the reverend both looked 
down at the rabbi, who was lying in a 
hospital bed. He was in a body cast and 
traction with IVs and monitors running in 
and out of him. He was in really bad shape. 
The Rabbi looked up and said, "Looking back 
on it, circumcision may not have been the 
best way to start." 
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   Puzzle Page 
              

Answers on page 12 

Complete these sayings or phrases 

1 Brevity is the soul of —-  

2 More sinned against than ———- 

3 Thereby hangs a —— 

4 When we have shuffle off this mortal —— 

5 The milk of human ———— 

6 Home is the sailor, ——   ——    —-    —-( 4 words) 

7 Oh to be in England —-   ——   ———   ——-(4 words) 

8 They also serve —-   ——   ——-   —-   —— ( 5 words) 

9 A thing of beauty —   -   —-   ———- ((4 words) 

10 Rome was not built —…-   —- (3 words) 

11 A Pyrrhic ———- 

12 Achilles’ —— 

13 Pandora’s —- 

14 Gordian —— 

15 Pestle and ——— 

16 Bread and ——— 

17 Stocks and ——— 

18 The Nobel ——- 

19 The moonlight ——— 

20 The sword of ———— 
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Puzzle Page Answers 

1. Wit. 2  sinning. 3. tale. 4 coil. 5.kindness, 6. home from the sea. 7.now that April’s here. 8 

who only stand and wait. 9. is a joy forever. 10. in a day. 11. victory. 12. heel. 13. box. 14. 

knot. 15 mortar. 16. butter. 17 shares. 18. prize. 19. sonata. 20. Damocles 

Ungodly gender 

The Church of Sweden’s idea that clerics use gender-neutral 
language to refer to God is psychologically silly. 

Gender is embedded in lots of things that, strictly speaking, aren’t 
human. 

Ships, swords, cars and guns are instinctively refered to as 
women. Aeroplanes are ladies (Enola Gay), but if they carry a 
nuclear bomb they are usually male (Little Boy). 

Maybe that’s the point; it’s hard to separate God’s wrath in the 
Old Testament from our embedded ideas about masculinity. It’s 
also inelegant to neuter Him. What is to become of the lyrical 
unity of Father, Son and Holy Ghost? The gender-neutral 
alternative doesn’t scan: “Thing, Thing’s progeny and Holy 
Thingummy”.  

As for what will be done with Adam and Eve and all that “hetero-
normative” begetting in Genesis, well, the mind boggles. 

Contributed by Geraldine. 
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This series on Prayer is inspired by some articles published in the weekly bulletin of 

St Barnabas, Northolt in 1993. 

Thanksgiving. 

There is a clear distinction between adoration and 
thanksgiving. This is not just splitting hairs; it is an important 
distinction. Adoration centres on the nature and character of 
God; thanksgiving is the expression of our gratitude for what 

God has done for us in the past 
and the many blessings He 
continues to shower on us now. 
Thanksgiving springs out of our 
gratitude for God’s gifts; adoration 

is focussed on the Giver. 

Prayer does not always come naturally. It should, and it 
would be wonderful if it did. Usually it does not. We need 
to learn how to pray. This is no less true in the matter of 
thanksgiving as it is in the other parts of prayer. It is all 
too easy to take God for granted. St Paul was continually 
reminding people in his letters about the importance of 

giving thanks to God. 

Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in 

the Name of our Lod Jesus. (Ephesians 5). 

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift (2 Corinthians 

9) 

 Do not be anxious in anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God (Philippians 4). 

Don't cry because it’s over,  

smile because it happened. 
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Many of our hymns also give some good examples of thanking God. 

I will enter His courts with thanksgiving in my heart 
I will enter His courts with praise 
I will say, “This is the day which the Lord hath made.” 
I will rejoice for He has made me glad. 

Or 

Now thank we all our God 
with hearts and hands and voices 
Who wondrous things hath done 
In Whom His world rejoices. 

Or 

Give thanks with a joyful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks for He has given Jesus Christ His Son. 

There are many others; it is a good exercise just to read through some of the hymns 
in either the old hymn books or the new to see just how many hymns of thanksgiving 
there are, and to use them in our prayers. 

One of the finest examples of thanksgiving is the Prayer of General Thanksgiving in 
the Book of Common Prayer.  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies  
we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men; 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 
and that we shew forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives; 
by giving up ourselves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be all honour 
and glory, world without end. 
Amen.  

That just about sums it all up! 

As with adoration there are some wonderful thanksgivings in the psalms which can 
form a basis for your prayers. Look up Psalm 95 and psalm 103, especially verses 1-
4, Psalms 105 and 106, psalm 145 and 146. There are some beautiful expressions 
of thanksgiving in them. 
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So, where do we begin? The best place is perhaps, 

with the ordinary everyday things of life for which 

we are thankful. Food to satisfy our hunger, 

physical necessities, the beautiful things around us, 

friends and those who love us and those whom we 

love. This means we start to thank God first for the 

simple things in daily life. So often we fall to our 

knees in gratitude when something big happens, 

but we forget the hundred and one things we 

receive from God daily 

Anyone who is a parent will know how easy it is for children to take everything we do 

for them for granted, often only saying thank you 

when reminded or told to do so. Sadly, we do not get 

a lot better when we get older. We might be polite and 

thank people when they give us things, but do we 

always remember to thank God for the generous ways 

He provides for us? If we cannot remember to thank 

God for the generous way He provides for us we are 

not likely to show much gratitude for the rest of the 

blessings which He gives us. We should be specific in 

our thanks, mention everything, even the mundane! 

When we have thanked God for the ordinary, then we can thank Him for what He 

has done for us through Jesus Christ. Thank Him daily, hourly, for the way Jesus 

died for us on the Cross and opened the way for us back to the Father. If we ever 

lose sight of this amazing truth, if we ever stop thanking God for our redemption, we 

begin to lose something of the joy and exhilaration that we new when we first 

accepted Jesus into our lives. 

Thanksgiving and adoration do have something in 

common – praise. A great deal of our thanks will be 

expressed in praise, through hymns, psalms, and 

words of praise. Praising God for what He has done 

for us. If we have a really deep gratitude to God for 

what He as done for us, we will spend most of our 

time praising and thanking Him. 
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WHO'S WHO AT ALL SAINTS  

.Parish Priest Fr Alex Lane 

All Saints House 

Churchview Road 

Twickenham 

TW2 5BX 

0208 894 3580 

Vicar.allsaintstwickenham@

gmail.com 

Churchwardens June Allen 

John Littley 

8898 1540 

01256 780287 

Rota Co-ordinator / 

Magazine Editor 

Margaret Goddard 8892 5765 

Church booking Anne Balderson 8890 7411 

Discussion Group – usually alternate Tuesdays—see Fr Alex 

Schola – usually Wednesdays 7.30pm – contact Fr Alex 
 

SAINTS @ WORSHIP 
services at All Saints 

Sunday  Parish Mass  10am 

Wednesday  Mass 9.30am / 7pm 

Thursday  Mass 10am 

Friday  Mass 9.30am 

Saturday  Mass 9.30am 

 

Please check times of weekday services on our website as they may sometimes 

change 

visit our website on www.allsaintstwickenham.co.uk 

facebook www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTwickenham 

live stream www.ustream.tv/channel/all-saints-twickenham 

http://www.allsaintstwickenham.co.uk
http://www.allsaintstwickenham.co.uk

