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THE ROLLING YEAR
SAT 30 SEPTEMBER

BARN DANCE

SUN 1 OCTOBER

MICHAELMAS MASS 10AM

SUN 8 OCTOBER

HARVEST MASS OF THANKSGIVING 10AM

FRI 13 OCTOBER

CHEESE AND WINE PARTY

SAT 28 OCTOBER
SUN 29 OCTOBER
TUE 31 OCTOBER
WED 1 NOVEMBER
THU 2 NOVEMBER

FULHAM FESTIVAL MASS 11AM SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL

SAT 4 NOVEMBER

ALL SAINTS DINNER—70S NIGHT

SUN 5 NOVEMBER

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY CELEBRATION MASS 10AM

SUN 12 NOVEMBER

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY REQUIEM FOR THE FALLEN 10AM

SUN 3 DECEMBER

ADVENT SUNDAY PARISH MASS 10AM

SUN 17 DECEMBER

CAROL SERVICE

SUN 24 DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS E VE MIDNIGHT MASS 10PM

MON 25 DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS OF THE DAY 11AM

SAT 6 JANUARY

TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS COCKTAIL PARTY

SUN 28 JANUARY

PCC MEETING AFTER MASS

SAT 27 JANUARY
SAT 17 FEBRUARY

BURNS NIGHT
QUIZ NIGHT

PCC MEETING AFTER MASS
ALL SAINTS E VE. PONTIFICAL HIGH MASS 7.30PM WITH BP JONATHAN
ALL SAINTS DAY
ALL SOULS DAY

If you pay for your magazine annually your
Subs are due in September
£10 / year
Thank you
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Dear Friends,
In my letter I am continuing where I left of last time, looking at
praying the Divine Office, and the sanctification of the Day.
VIGILS & SILENCE
We are so afraid of silence these days; the minute we get up we
switch on the TV or the radio, or have headphones plugged in
listening to music. Is it any wonder that we do not hear the voice
of God speaking to us anymore? He can’t get a word in
edgeways!
The office of vVgils is the one I associate most with monastic life. When I made my
retreat on Caldey earlier in the year, Vigils was at 3.30am, still very much the night
watch, and the Monastery is at its most still. The abbey church is dark, just the light
shining on the Tabernacle and the lamp burning alongside it.
This is the hour to trust, to trust that the light will come. “The light shines in the
darkness and the darkness will not overcome it,” says St John. I am always amazed at
how much light one single candle can give in a darkened room.
We all struggle with dark periods in our life, like Jacob wrestling with the Divine
presence in the form of a dark angel, and Jacob says that he will not let him go until
he blesses him. As dawn breaks, the angel blesses him, but also injures him by
touching his thigh. We too know that with blessing comes a certain injury, a
brokenness.
Vigils calls us to a certain listening, a listening with the “ear of the heart”. Now, I know
that I am not going to start getting up in the middle of the night, but I have learned to
get up a little earlier, to allow some quiet time before the day begins, tucking myself
into my stall, so I can just be Br John-Aelred before the Vicar must start work.
LAUDS (Morning Prayer)
The office of Lauds takes us completely out of the darkness and into the light. It is, as
the name suggests, an office of praise and joy. We are reminded of the resurrection,
where all is made new, but also of the transfiguration, that great light.
Every morning in the words of the Benedictus we call on Christ as the “dawn from on
high shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of
death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
Each new day is a blessing, a thanksgiving for the many gifts that God has given us.
We have the choice to think what attitude we should bring to the day. What is God
inviting me to do today. “wake, O sleeper and arise from the dead, and Christ will give
you light”.
Fr Alex
(To be continued ……)
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British Airways Brass Band
are giving an

Autumn Concert
on Saturday 16th September
at All Hallows Church, Chertsey Road
@ 7.30pm Tickets £8 available on the door.
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Painting the Church
There was a Scottish painter named? Smokey Macgregor who was
very interested in making a penny where he could, so he often
thinned down his paint to make it go a wee bit further.
As it happened, he got away with this for some time, but eventually
the Baptist Church decided to do a big restoration job on the
outside of one of their biggest buildings.
Smokey put in a bid, and, because his price was so low, he got the
job.
So he set about erecting the scaffolding and setting up the planks,
and buying the paint and, yes, I am sorry to say, thinning it down
with turpentine.
Well, Smokey was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the job
nearly completed, when suddenly there was a horrendous clap of
thunder, the sky opened, and the rain poured down washing the
thinned paint from all over the church and knocking Smokey clear
off the scaffold to land on the lawn among the gravestones,
surrounded by telltale puddles of the thinned and useless paint.
Smokey was no fool. He knew this was a judgment from the
Almighty, so he got down on his knees and cried:
"Oh, God, Oh God, forgive me; what should I do?"
And from the thunder, a mighty voice spoke.
"Repaint! Repaint! And thin no more!"
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HOLY CROSS DAY

14TH SEPTEMBER

In hoc signo vinces: in this sign conquer.
Constantine the Great, Emperor of Rome, was marching to
Rome to do battle with Maxentius for control of Italy when he
had a vision of a luminous cross in the sky bearing this
message.
The battle won, he was converted to
Christianity, and the Roman Empire became officially Christian.
It was he who called the Council of Nicaea to combat the Arian
heresy, out of which came the Nicene Creed.
His mother, Saint Helena, is accredited with the finding of the true
cross.
Holy Cross Day, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, not
only commemorates these events, but reminds us of the price of
our salvation, the Sacrifice of our Lord Jesus on the Cross.
Faithful cross, above all other: one and only noble tree!
None in foliage, none in blossom, none in fruit thy peer may be:
sweetest wood and sweetest iron, sweetest weight is hung on thee.
Just after the great War, the townsfolk of Beaconsfield held repeated meetings to
choose a suitable war memorial.

Frustrated by continuing delays, the Anglican Vicar decided
to go it alone and had a monument built incorporating a
crucifix, much to the concern of his congregation who felt
that a cross alone would be better, the added Corpus
smacking of imagery and “Romish Practices”.
G K Chesterton (of Father Brown fame) defended the vicar
in the Press, saying that the Cross was the Instrument of
Christ’s death… following that argument would mean that
instead of erecting a statue to King Charles I in London, the
English ought to have put up a stone replica of the axe by
which he was beheaded!
The criticisms stopped and the Vicar won the day.
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My Travel Plans For 2017
I have been in many places, but I've never been in Kahoots
Apparently, you can't go alone. You have to be in Kahoots with
someone.
I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you
there.
I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport, you
have to be driven there. I have made several trips there, thanks
to my children, friends, family and work.
I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm
not too much on physical activity anymore.
I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not
to visit there too often.
I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand
firm.
Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm
getting older.
One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense ! It really gets
the adrenaline flowing and pumps up the old heart! At my age, I
need all the stimuli I can get!
I may have been in Continent, but I don't remember what country
that was in. It's an age thing. They tell me it is very wet and damp
there.
Life is too short for negative drama and petty things. So, laugh
insanely, love truly and forgive quickly!
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Puzzle Page
What are the first lines of the hymns which contain these quotes?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

Thou on earth both Priest and Victim In the Eucharistic Feast.
My chains fell off, my heart was free; I rose, went forth and
followed Thee!
Thousands only live to bless thee And confess thee Lord of might.
You alone are the real joy-giver And the apple of my eye.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of Light;
We as living stones invoke you; Come among us, Lord, today!
O let it freely burn Till earthly passions turn To dust and ashes in
its heat consuming
O, may thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold, Fight as the saints
who nobly fought of old,
March we forth in the strength of God with the banner of Christ
unfurled,
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear
presence to cheer and to guide; Strength for today and bright
hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my Star, my Sun;
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above Thy clouds which
are fountains of goodness and love
He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly Food.
Suddenly return and never, Never more thy temples leave.
No earthly father loves like thee, No mother, e’er so mild, Bears
and forbears as thou hast done With me, thy sinful child.
Save us, for still the tempest raves, Save, lest we sink beneath
the waves;
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we Like them, the
meek and lowly, On high may dwell with thee.
And hour by hour fresh lips are making Thy wondrous doings
heard on high
What a privilege to carry Everything to God in prayer!
Answers on page 7
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In the western tradition, the diaconate has largely
been reduced to a probationary period before
ordination to the priesthood. This is a sad
development because it obscures the distinctive
diaconate ministry. The diaconate is a ministry from
among the baptised; it is complementary to the
episcopate and it is not necessarily a preparation
for the priesthood.2
The Church of England maintains the historic
threefold ministry of Bishops, Priests and
Deacons. Its ministers are ordained by Bishops
according to the authorised forms of service, with
prayer and the laying on of hands.1

HOLY ORDERS
1 Alleluia, sing to Jesus; 2 And can it be that I should gain; 3 Angel voices ever singing;
4 As the deer pants for the water; 5 Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One
is here; 6 Christ is made the sure foundation; 7 Come down O Love divine; 8 For all the
Saints who from their labours rest; 9 God is working his purpose out as year succeeds
to year; 10 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 11 I heard the voice of Jesus
say; 12 I the Lord of sea and sky; 13 Immortal, invisible, God only wise; 14 Let all
mortal flesh keep silence; 15 Love divine, all loves excelling; 16 My God, how
wonderful thou art; 17 Sweet Sacrament divine!; 18 The church’s one foundation; 19
The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended; 20 What a friend we have in Jesus,

Puzzle Page Answers

A Deacon is called to serve the Church of God, and to work with its members in
caring for the poor, the needy, the sick and all who are in trouble. He is to strengthen
the faithful, search out the careless and the indifferent , and to preach the Word of
God …
A Deacon assists the priest under whom he serves in leading the worship of the
people…: [he] may baptise when required to do so [and] do such pastoral work as is
entrusted to him.1

A Deacon (or indeed a Priest) is called; no-one has the right to the Sacrament of
Holy Orders, nor can anyone claim this office for himself. He is called to it by God,
and must humbly submit that perception of divine call to the authority and decision of
the Church. The Sacrament of Holy Orders can only be received as unmerited gift.
A Deacon is called to serve. The ASB suggested areas of service and indeed
details also liturgical roles and responsibilities. Service is at the heart of all Christian
Ministry, for any Christian ministry is and must be exercised in the Name of Him who
came not to be served but to serve. Work with, care, search out, preach—the verbs
make clear that Christian service is not servility, but a tough commitment to building
up the people of God. And that work may well involve challenging and rebuking.3
Like Baptism, ordination to the diaconate is a
permanent state—even if a deacon no longer
exercises the gifts and responsibilities given to him
at his ordination. So even when a deacon is
ordained to the priesthood he still retains his
deaconly functions.
Once the persecution of the Church ended the
Church more and more took on the role of looking
after the poor, the sick, and the disadvantaged;
and the Church, usually through its priests,
became educators, social workers and providers.
But during the last century or so this role has
become eroded as the social conscience of the
nation developed, and the state took on this
responsibility. Schools, hospitals, social workers
and psychiatrists have now taken over many of the
jobs the priest was called upon to do.
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Priests are special people who represent God
and the Church to the world. St Thomas Aquinas
once said that a Priest fulfils two functions. One
concerns the Body of Christ in the Eucharist, and
the other concerns the Mystical Body of Christ,
the Church. The priest has been given the task of
offering the Body of Christ to the people of God so
that they may be more closely united with Christ, and it is his responsibility to dispose
their souls to worthily receive the Eucharist. It is for this purpose of renewing and
continuing the Last Supper that our Lord ordained His apostles priests.
A priest is made by being ordained by a bishop ..He is thereby given both the authority
and power to act as a pastor of the people, ruling and guiding and caring for them,4
The outward sign of the receiving of this authority is in the laying on of
hands. The Book of Common Prayer expresses incomparably the
essential work of the Priest in the prayer which accompanies the
laying on of hands. “Receive the Holy Spirit for the office and work of a
Priest in the Church of God now committed unto thee by the
imposition of our hands. Whose sins thou dost forgive, they are
forgiven; and whose sins thou dost retain, they are retained. And be thou a faithful
dispenser of the Word of God, and of His Holy Sacraments; in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Take thou
authority to preach the Word of God and to minister the
Holy Sacraments.”
A Priest is called by God to work with the Bishop and
with his fellow priests as servant and shepherd among
the people to whom he is sent, He is to proclaim the
Word of the Lord, to call his hearers to repentance, and
in Christ's name to absolve, and to declare the
forgiveness of sins. ...He is to lead his people in prayer
and worship, to intercede for them in the Name of the
Lord, and to teach and encourage by word and example.
He is to minister to the sick, and prepare the dying for
their death.1
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Nowadays priest and people are seen much more as partners in the mission and
work of the church. Faith and Baptism are the primary sources of all ministry within
the Church—which means that there are no second-class citizens within the
fellowship of Christians. All have equal rights and obligations, even though their
capacities, desires or abilities to exercise them may differ widely. There are people
who are leaders in prayer, others with the compassion and time for the sick, people
who take responsibility for those in need. We are only just beginning to realise the
many gifts that are available in the church that have not been tapped.5
An important task for the Priest is to enable the many varied gifts of the Spirit to
flourish within the community and so build up the Body of Christ.5
But the most essential task for the priest is week by week and day by day to offer the
Sacrifice of the Mass with and on behalf of the people. He is the Icon of Christ, His
special representative on earth, to whom has been
given the authority to forgive or retain sins, and to give
Christ’s special blessing to his people.
Just as a priest retains his deacon status when he
takes on ths additional responsibilities of the
priesthood, so the Bishop is still a priest even when he
is given the extra responsibilities of the episcopate. At
a priest’s institution to a parish the Bishop speaks of
this Cure (Care) which is both mine and thine.” So
Bishops share with priests the care of the souls
entrusted to him, but only he can confirm and ordain.
The special functions of a bishop, above his priestly powers, are to be the ruler of the
church in his diocese, and to maintain discipline, enforcing the laws of the church,
and administering its spiritual affairs by his sole authority after consultation with his
priests; to be their spiritual father and pastor of all the members of the Church in his
diocese, providing them with the sacramental means of grace, and guarding them
from error in faith or morals; to give the gifts of the Holy Ghost by the sacraments of
confirmation and holy order; .., to consecrate churches to the service of God, and
other things according to the rules of the Church, especially holy oils for anointing.3
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Beneath all the debris and rubble of ecclesiasticism, the
figure of the bishop has been crucial to any understanding of
the Church as apostolic. He is the icon of Christ, the one
priest of our Redemption. The word icon is important. It is a
strong word in the Christian vocabulary, meaning the very
opposite of a photograph; a photograph implies absence
whereas an icon implies presence. The bishop in that sense
is an image and icon of Christ. He holds this position not because he is a qualified
saint but because he is a chosen sinner. In his office he is a Gospel figure; hopefully
and by grace and humility he might also reflect something of this in his person, but
the survival of the episcopate in history has relied upon his choice and election as a
sinner thankfully rather than upon his qualifications as a saint. The signs of his
office—hopefully not totally contradicted in his person—are Gospel signs and are part
of that icon.2
The mitre is not a crown, it is a sacramental sign of his anointing in
the Spirit. It is essentially a reminder of the tongues of fire, and
whatever outward decoration it may bear, its inner colour should be
the red of fire, and its shape should be pointed. ...The lappets (the
two strips which hang from the back of the mitre) which are a
continuing inconvenience to the wearer, are not just decoration. In
the very early ceremonies of the consecration of a bishop, the open
Scriptures were laid as a yoke across the back of the new apostolic
figure. He was to be a man under the authority of the revelation of
the Scriptures. … The two lappets were reduced rapidly into two bookmarkers for the
Old and New Testaments. What an uncomfortable and inconvenient reminder they
cam be: they often get in the way! The answer is… to let them rest on the shoulders
where they most suitably are intended to be. For the measure of the authority of the
Church will be the measure of its obedience to the revelation of Christ. Obedience
and authority belong together: Christ spoke with authority about the Father and the
things of the Father because He had first learnt the obedience of a Son.

So with the ring—it is not simply a piece of ecclesiastical jewellery. It is a sign of the
Gospel. Since the earliest centuries the Bishop’s stone has been the amethyst, which
by derivation from the Greek means “not to be drunk”. The first bishop began his first
sermon: “We are not drunk, we are filled with the Holy Spirit.”2
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The crook needs little explanation except to say that it is not a staff or a
mace but a humble shepherd’s crook—a sign of risk and of recovery, of
prompting and of cautioning—the pastor pastorum who is willing to lay
down his life for the sheep.2
Bishops must be ordained by at least three other bishops, joining
together in the act of Ordination… Priests share with the Bishop in
laying hands on the heads of those ordained to the priesthood.1
The ordained ministry is essentially there to order all the other ministries and to
preserve holy order.2
It is the duty of all loyal members of the Church to reverence the sacred ministry, and
to respect the office, even if the holder of it be unworthy. … It is the duty of the laity to
assist in the work of the Church, as their circumstances may permit, under the
direction of the priest. In the service of God and of man, the priest may not act without
the laity, nor the laity without the priest. The Church consists of both priests and
layfolk, and every good work undertaken by the Church should be the work of all the
members, each in his proper place.4
Almighty God, give us Priests:
to establish the honour of Your Holy Name;
to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the altar;
to give us Jesus in the Holy Sacrament
to proclaim the faith of Jesus;
to baptise and teach the young;
to tend Your sheep;
to seek the lost;
to give pardon to the penitent sinner;
to bless our homes;
to pray for the afflicted;
to comfort mourners;
to strengthen us in our last hour;
to commend our souls.
Almighty God, give us Priests!
1ASB;
4The

2Marshall; Glory under your feet. 3adapted from the magazine of Chesterfield Parish Church c 1999;
King’s Highway 5Wilkinson. Focus on the Sacraments.
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WHO'S WHO AT ALL SAINTS
.Parish Priest

Fr Alex Lane
All Saints House
Churchview Road
Twickenham
TW2 5BX

0208 894 3580
Vicar.allsaintstwickenham@
gmail.com

Churchwardens

June Allen
John Littley

8898 1540
01256 780287

Rota Co-ordinator /
Magazine Editor

Margaret Goddard

8892 5765

Church booking

Anne Balderson

8890 7411

Discussion Group – usually alternate Tuesdays—see Fr Alex
Schola – usually Wednesdays 7.30pm – contact Fr Alex

SAINTS @ WORSHIP
services at All Saints

Sunday Parish Mass 10am
Wednesday Mass 9.30am / 7pm
Thursday Mass 10am
Friday Mass 9.30am
Saturday Mass 9.30am
Please check times of weekday services on our website as they may sometimes
change
visit our website on www.allsaintstwickenham.co.uk
facebook www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTwickenham
live stream www.ustream.tv/channel/all-saints-twickenham
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