THE ROLLING YEAR
SUN 6 OCT

HARVEST PARISH MASS 10AM
-A-BRAC SALE

SUN 13 OCT

CHURCHWARDENS’ TREASURE HUNT

THURS 31 OCT

PATRONAL FESTIVAL MASS 7.30PM

SUN 3 NOV

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

FRI 8 NOV

ALL SAINTS HOORAH FOR HOLLYWOOD DINNER

SUN 10 NOV

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

SUN 24 NOV

CHRIST THE KING

SUN 1 DEC

ADVENT SUNDAY

SUN 22 DEC

ADVENT 4—CAROL SERVICE

TUES 24 DEC

CHRISTMAS E VE. MIDNIGHT MASS 10PM

WED 25 DEC

CHRISTMAS DAY PARISH MASS 11AM

24—29 MAY 2020

PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM

St Francis, Day. October 4th

FOLLOWED BY HOME PRODUCE AND BRIC
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Dear Friends
Our lives are so busy, sometimes we can feel that we
don’t have time to draw breath. Life can be loud. Often it
can seem as if we are busily chugging through life,
weighed down by an unending list of to-dos, and an ever
-growing list of not-yet-dones. We live in a society that thrives on busy. Fastfood drive-throughs, microwaves, shopping malls, and the growing demand
for online and televised church services are only a few by-products of our
need-it-now culture.
Yet every moment gained by utilizing some time-saving device is quickly filled
with another task. The mental and emotional capacity required to successfully
complete, or even attempt the goals we have set, can leave us feeling as if
we are living out the latest zombie movie as one of the title characters –
zoned out, hungry, tripping over our feet, falling apart, and overflowing with all
the wrong emotions.

Recently in an interview, the well known cook and TV Presenter Delia Smith
said in order to be a good Christian we need silence in our lives. Hearing
from God amidst the busyness of life can prove challenging to even the most
organized and focused person.
Even in our own homes it can be difficult to find silence. But we do have a
place that is set apart for just that purpose - our Church building. Sometimes
even a church service can seem too busy, but don’t let that put you off.
There are other opportunities. Each Thursday morning after Mass we spend
at least half an hour in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, praying for the
World, the Church, our local community and yes, even for YOU!
Maybe that isn’t enough? Well here is another opportunity. On Thursday
evenings, for an hour or so, the church will be open to give people (you?) the
opportunity to come and just be. No Words, no music, just silence. Come and
sit, read a book, pray, knit, do whatever, but come and experience the
silence.
The spiritual disciplines of silence and solitude may be quiet, but they're also
full of adventure, because God Himself is waiting to meet you there.
Whenever you get away from the noise and busyness of life to encounter
God through silence and solitude, He’ll change your soul in ways that go
beyond words.
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Here’s how you can use silence and solitude to grow closer to God:
Pay attention to what’s stirring in your soul.
Notice the feelings of desperation and desire that you experience at various times.
Instead of trying to suppress or run from those feelings, let them motivate you pursue
time with God in silence and solitude.
Incorporate silence and solitude into your life regularly.
Choose a regular time and place to get away from life as usual and spend at least 10
minutes in silence and solitude as often as you can. Ask God to help you express
your need for Him through a simple prayer, and choose a physical position that will
enable you to stay alert yet worshipful.
Let emptiness lead you to God’s fulfilment.
Don’t try to deny or avoid the emptiness you feel inside sometimes. Instead,
recognize that emptiness can be good when it motivates you to turn to God to seek
fulfilment during your times of solitude and silence. So feel the pain of your emptiness
as it carves out space in your soul for you to receive more of God’s presence.
Face yourself as you really are, and let God help you.
Rather than hiding from God, denying who you are, or trying to control what others
think of you, allow the truth of who you are to surface during solitude and silence –
and face the reality of the person you see, flaws and all. Then remember that God
loves you deeply and unconditionally, and ask Him to meet you right where you are
and help you grow more into the person He wants you to become. Use whatever
painful new knowledge you’ve gained about yourself to repent from sin and grow
closer to God, with the confidence that He will help you every step of the way. Keep
in mind that God is for you, with you, and in you when you open yourself up to His
powerful presence. So give yourself completely to God, who loves you just as you are
but also loves you too much to let you stay as you are.
BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD.
With love and prayers
Fr Alex OSB

PATRONAL FESTIVAL PARISH MASS
Thursday 31st October
7.30pm
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and

Harvest
Sunday 6th October
How are you doing?
Found your outfit yet?
Don’t forget to comb the Charity
shops for your outfit for our
All Saints Hollywood Dinner and Charity Fashion Shop Challenge!
Friday 8th November

(if like me you have difficulty finding anything that will fit
don’t forget the bling!)
Just a reminder! Magazine subscriptions are now due! £10 for the year!
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All creation bless the Lord!
The “little man of Assisi”, Francis is probably best known for his love
of all created things. There are many stories of his love for animals
(often highly sentimentalised!), and his great song which called on
the sun and moon and all creation to praise God is paraphrased in
the popular hymn “All creatures of our God and King”.
His love of animals sprang out of his love of God. He loved all
creatures because they were created by God. But for Francis, God
came first.
After a somewhat extravagant youth he felt that God was calling him to a life of
dedication and service. He went into a ruined church on the outskirts of his home town
and was quite sure that he heard a voice speaking to him and commanding him to build
up that church, which was in a sorry state. He set himself t this task, despite opposition
and ridicule from his family and friends.
But he soon began to realise that God wanted something far more demanding from
him. The Church didn’t just consist of buildings, but of people—people for whom Jesus
died. To build up the church would mean preaching the Gospel, backed by a life of
dedication and prayer.
When Francis realised this he gave away all his possessions, so that he could closely
follow Christ, because he remembered that Jesus became poor for our sake. He
dedicated his life to God, and his singleness of purpose was such an inspiration to
others that he was soon joined by several who wished to emulate his way of life.
The Brothers lived very simply, prayed much and did all they could to help the sick and
the poor. They travelled widely, preaching the Gospel of Christ wherever hey went.
Francis himself was more and more drawn to a life of prayer and the pursuit of
holiness, and actually received on his body the marks of Christ’s wounds, the Stigmata.
His other great legacy is the Christmas crib—desiring to represent as faithfully as
possible the lowly poverty of the Saviour born at Bethlehem, he created a living replica
within a cave at Greccio in Italy.
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Puzzle Page
Homophones
Each pair of answers sounds the same but is spelt
differently. Eg hair = locks; hare =
animal
1 Put

Fish

2 Failed to hit

Fog

3 Greet

Well

4 Peruse

Rush

5 Image

Jug

6 Uneven

Frill

7 Season

Bound

8 Took hold of

Woo

9 Evergreen trees Gorse
10 Vendor

Basement

11 Cheek

Beginning

12 Gain

Foreteller

13 Outer covering Small ship
14 Physical activity Get rid of evil
15 Slim

Legerdemain

16 Accomplishment Unit of length
17 Caution

Damaged by use

Cartoons contributed
by John Littley

18 apple-like fruit One who interferes
19 symbol

Mathematical ratio

20 Passageway

Land surrounded by water

Answers on page 10
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“EVERYTHING SHOULD BE DONE IN A FITTING AND ORDERLY WAY.” (1 Cor 14)
“Whatever you do, look as if you are meant to be doing it,” was the advice
given to my sons by the MC who taught them to serve.
In mid-October I shall be doing the next page of rotas which will start just
before Christmas.
If you would like to be included on this rota, please let me know which ministriy/
ministries you would like to take on. Below is a brief resume of the duties
involved.
If you would like to be a Chalice Assistant, please see Fr Alex, as they need to
have the Bishop’s permission.
Thank you. Margaret
Sidesmen
Should be in church about 20-30 minutes before the service is due to begin.
Face the door and don’t stand chatting! The job is to greet people as they come
in, especially strangers, give them whatever is to be handed out and if
necessary help them to find a seat. If it looks as though you are going to run
out of service sheets (remember that a lot of people turn up at or even after the
last minute!) one of you go and ask people (preferably regular worshippers) to
share.
Sidesmen also choose two people to take up the elements at the Offertory – try
to choose people who have not done it for a while unless there is a particular
reason for choosing certain people. One sidesman at least should remain at the
back until the sermon to greet anyone who comes in late, and they should keep
an eye open for latecomers when they have taken their seats.
At the Offertory, sidesmen organise those taking up the elements and then take
the collection; they then take the collection up, wait for it to be blessed and then
return to their place.
Chalice Assistants.
When you give the Chalice remember that some people will take it from you,
while others don’t – don’t let go unless you are sure! Watch the priest to see
whether he just blesses someone – some just come to the altar rail for a
blessing. When you have finished, wait till the other Chalice assistant has
finished too and both take the Chalices and put them on the altar.
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Readers.
The readings can be found in advance in the book on the lectern. If in doubt,
ask Fr Alex. If you are unsure about any pronunciation Fr Alex or Margaret
will advise, but with proper names all that really matters is consistency – if
you read it as it looks it is probably OK! But if the same name occurs more
than once in your reading it helps to pronounce it the same way each time!
(My son started reading in Church at about the age of seven. He had great
difficulty trying to pronounce Ecclesiasticus – just couldn’t get his tongue
round it – so ended up just saying “A reading from the Old Testament! He
also caused mild hysterics in the congregation on the feast of the Holy Family
when he misread “Do not despise your father in his old age” as “Do not
dispose of your father in his old age!) So don’t worry about getting it wrong –it
can shed a whole new light on things!
For the first reading, make your way to the lectern at the end of the collect
and turn on the microphone. Wait until everyone is sitting before you start – a
short pause doesn’t matter and it ensures everyone’s attention. Read slowly!
There is usually a bit of an echo! At the end of the reading turn off the
microphone and return to your place.
For the second reading go up at the end of the psalm, and continue as for the
first. At the end of the reading turn off the microphone and remove the book
from the lectern and put it on the front pew.
Intercessors.
Those doing the prayers may compose their own or use the book which will
be open at the appropriate page and found on the front pew. These should
contain prayers for the world, the church - worldwide and local; the sick and
the dead, and anything else appropriate to the time of year and what is
happening around us. (I find the Prayer for the Church Militant in the Book of
Common Prayer a good pattern to follow.)
Before Mass begins pick up the sheet from the table at the back of the church
containing the names of those for whom we are asked to pray. Go up to the
lectern at the end of the creed, turn on the microphone and wait till people
are settled. At the end of the prayers introduce the names from the list - – use
Christian names only to comply with the privacy laws. Then introduce the Hail
Mary. When you have finished turn towards the priest so that he knows you
have finished and wait till the Amen at the end.
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Puzzle Page Answers
1 place/plaice 2 missed/mist 3 hail/hale 4 read/reed 5 picture/pitcher 6 rough/
ruff 7 tide/tied 8 caught/court 9 firs/furze 10 seller/cellar 11 sauce/source 12
profit/prophet 13 bark/barque 14 exercise/exorcise 15 slight/sleight 16 feat/feet
17 warn/worn 18 medlar/meddler 19 sign/sine 20 aisle/isle

Looking at

The Bible
The Content—an overview
The Acts of the Apostles

Luke’s gospel ends with a brief record of the Ascension of Jesus. But this is not
the end of the story!
Luke writes in order to give the Roman Theophilus an accurate record of the
true facts about Christianity. There were plenty of strange and distorted
rumours flying about. This explains Luke’s emphasis on the spread of the
gospel to the gentiles, who, unlike the Jews, were eager to hear. He is also
concerned to account for the disturbances which so often followed the
preaching. In every place the troubles were fomented either by Jewish jealousy
or by vested interest. Time and again he relates how the Roman authorities
cleared the Christians of all charges of subversion and sometimes protected
them from the fury of the mob.1
The Acts of the Apostles takes up where the Gospel leaves off. A flashback
puts us in the picture—the resurrected Jesus prepares the disciples for the
coming gift of the Holy Spirit, and then is taken up to Heaven.
The disciples return to Jerusalem and, led by
Peter, decide appoint another to replace
Judas within the twelve apostles; “ and the lot
fell on Matthias, and he was accounted with
the apostles”. They continued to meet and
pray.
Then suddenly, the waiting is over! Wind and
fire—an explosive combination!
And an explosive result!
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The street is filled with exited onlookers—what is going on? Were these men
drunk, so early in the day?
But drunken men don’t speak articulately and eloquently! And how come the
curse of Babel is so dramatically reversed—everyone hears clearly in his own
language what is spoken in a difficult Galilean dialect!
There is an immediate response; three thousand believed and were baptised!
The Church is born! Signs and wonders occur and a cripple is healed, and still
more become believers.
All this couldn’t happen without attracting the attention of the authorities. Peter
and John are arrested and questioned; they answer confidently and boldly; the
authorities are perplexed and uncertain; they can only forbid the disciples to
refrain from preaching the Resurrection of Jesus, and let them go.
As well try to stop a tornado!
But disputes began to arise. The holding of all property in common and sharing
among the poor —a laudable idea—was difficult to implement; the spread of the
gospel was being hindered by administrative detail. So seven men, who
became known as deacons, were appointed to take over this work—and among
them was Stephen, a very charismatic character. He soon fell foul of the
authorities, who cooked up charges of blasphemy against him. A mockery of a
trial and an eloquent defence resulted in the enraged accusers taking the law
into their own hands and stoning him to death. Saul, later Paul, was a witness
and condoner of this.
As a consequence a great persecution arose, and the disciples scattered,
making new converts wherever they went. Another deacon, Philip, ended up in
Samaria, where he was enthusiastically welcomed; Peter and John were sent
from Jerusalem to encourage the new believers from a despised enemy nation.
When they laid hands on them, they received the Holy Spirit in the same way as
the disciples at Pentecost. To Peter’s horror this prompted one amazed convert
to offer them money for the power; he was swiftly disabused of the notion that
God’s gifts could be bought!

Meanwhile a zealous Saul was breathing threats and murder against the
apostles, and, acquiring letters of authorisation from the High Priest, set off for
Damascus to arrest any “followers of the Way”, as believers were called. His
subsequent conversion experience changed him immediately from fanatic
persecutor to zealous protagonist; and heralded a period of peace for the early
Church.
11

With peace at last, Peter is free to visit the Christian groups… Up to this point
the gospel has been preached only to Jews, converts to Judaism (proselytes)
and Samaritans (who observed the law of Moses.) Now God steps in to make
it plain that the message is for all men. He prepares Cornelius, a centurion,
and he prepares Peter. Three times the vision and the message come—
apparently instructing Peter to break the Jewish food laws. But when the men
from Cornelius arrive, he is quick to realise the far deeper, human implications
of his dream. A second Pentecost—the coming of the Holy Spirit to the
Gentiles—follows his teaching. No-one could then deny baptism to those who
had received such an obvious mark of God’s favour.1
Such radical actions naturally sparked off some opposition; the Church was
still an offshoot of Judaism and circumcision was expected of converts. But
Peter’s arguments won the day, and the stage was set for some major
changes.
Enter Barnabas on a mission to Antioch in Syria. He sought out Saul and
together they taught a growing community; it was here that the disciples were
first called Christians.
A mission to Jerusalem to bring famine relief to Judea heralds a wave of
persecution during which James is put to death, the first apostolic martyr, and
Peter put in prison, from which he miraculously walks free.

Easter Vigil
31ST MARCH
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And now the attention shifts from Peter to Saul. The Holy Spirit speaks to
the Church at prayer, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which I have called them.”
Along with John Mark, they set out on their first missionary journey. The tour
starts in Cyprus, where they battle with a magician and convert the
proconsul; they then set sail for the mainland of what is now Turkey. Here
John Mark leaves them and returns to Jerusalem, and Saul (who has now
adopted the Roman version of his name, Paul, by which he is better known)
and Barnabas carry on to Antioch in Pisidia where they preach in the Jewish
synagogue. They encounter opposition, and turn their attention to the
Gentiles who welcome the gospel with joy. But the Jews incite the leaders of
the city, and they are expelled.
On to Iconium where they encounter a mixed reception followed by an
attempted stoning; and then to Lystra and Derbe. Paul’s healing of a cripple
leads the people to hail them as gods—Barnabas as Zeus and Paul as
Mercury—and try to offer them sacrifices. Paul and Barnabas are horrified,
but their protestations turn the people against them and they are stoned and
left for dead.
A circuitous route takes them back to Antioch; they have clocked up about
1500 miles on their first missionary journey!
Paul’s feet soon begin to itch again; he has reservations about taking John
Mark as he had earlier defected, so he and Barnabas separate; Barnabas
and Mark set off for Cyprus, and Paul takes Silas and goes through Syria
and Cicilia strengthening the churches already established. They pick up
Timothy in Lystra and proceed through present-day Turkey. Prevented by
the Holy Spirit from going north into Bithinia, they reach Troas where Paul
has a vision of a man from Macedonia beseeching him to “Come over into
Macedonia and help us.”
At this point “they” becomes “we”; Luke himself has come on the scene! And
we are now in Europe!
In Philippi they fall foul of the authorities again and are put in prison. During
the night there is an earthquake, and fearing that his prisoners had escaped,
the gaoler is about to commit suicide; but Paul and Silas have kept them all
safe. The magistrates want to hush everything up and release them quietly,
but Paul will have none of it! They have been publicly accused and beaten,
and must be publicly vindicated. And they reveal their status as Roman
citizens. This wins them an apology, but they are asked to leave the city. 13

The Church in Philippi is born from a bunch of oddly assorted converts— a
business woman and her household, a slave-girl and a gaoler. But the
Philippian Christians brought Paul much joy down the years for their loving,
faithful support and unfailing concern for him. 1
The journey continues through Greece; via Thessalonika to Athens, a city
with 1000 years of history…, the greatest university of the world, centre of
philosophy, literature, science and art.1
Enquiring minds are fascinated by Paul and his teaching. He is invited to
speak in the Areopagus, the centre of learning. And speak he does,
eloquently basing his teaching on his observation of an altar “to an Unknown
God”, commending their scrupulousness in matters of religion and revealing
to them this Unknown God.
On then to Corinth, and further disputes with the Jews and many converts
among the gentiles. And then back through Ephesus and Caesarea to
Antioch; his second missionary journey of some 3.000 miles!
But Paul’s feet still itch. Soon he is off again on his third missionary journey!
This time he makes straight for Ephesus where he finds a group of believers
who had only been baptised with John’s baptism and had never heard of the
Holy Spirit. They immediately receive instruction and are baptised in the
name of Jesus; when Paul laid hands on them they too received the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
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Paul stayed and taught in Ephesus for some time, but then trouble raised its
head again. His preaching had had a detrimental effect on the commerce of
the city. A silversmith, who specialised in making silver shrines of the
goddess Artemis, found his profits falling and stirred the people to riot. Once
more Paul and his companions moved on, through Macedonia to Greece and
back again through Philippi to Troas, then on to Miletus; thence by sea,
calling at several places en route, to Caesarea, and finally on to Jerusalem,
where they are welcomed gladly. Another 3300 miles clocked up!
But garbled tales have reached the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem that Paul
has been teaching Jews to abandon circumcision and the law. 1. Paul tries to
appease them by showing that he himself keeps the law of Moses, but rioting
breaks out and he is arrested for his own safety. Paul defends himself before
the Jews, setting Pharisees and Saducees against one another, but they will
not listen and he is forced to declare himself to be a Roman citizen.
The Jews plot to kill Paul as he is brought for trial, but the plot is discovered
and he is borne away to Caesarea where he is kept in custody for two years
defending himself successively against the governor, Felix, and his
successor Festus, who wants to send him back to Jerusalem to be tried by
the Jews. But Paul is a Roman citizen, and appeals to Caesar.
King Agrippa now comes on a visit to Caesarea and Paul once again
presents his case. Agrippa’s verdict is that Paul has done nothing to deserve
death or imprisonment; he could be set free if he had not appealed to
Caesar!
But he has done so, and must be sent to Rome. It is an eventful journey,
made in three ships: a coaster takes them from Caesarea to Myra, where
they board a a cargo vessel, which is shipwrecked off Malta where they are
forced to over-winter; then another cargo boat to Naples and thence to
Rome—another 2300 or so miles!
Here Luke’s account ends with Paul under house arrest but able to preach
and teach openly. All in all he has clocked up over 10,000 miles by sea or on
foot! A remarkable achievement!
The Acts of the Apostles are mainly the acts of Peter and Paul, though the
book might well be called the “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” It is under His
direction tht the new-born church bursts through the national frontiers of
Israel to become an international, worldwide movement.1
1

Lion Handbook to the Bible.
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WHO'S WHO AT ALL SAINTS
.Parish Priest

Fr Alex Lane
All Saints House
Churchview Road
Twickenham
TW2 5BX

0208 894 3580
Vicar.allsaintstwickenham@
gmail.com

Churchwardens

June Allen
John Littley

8898 1540
07920 543368

Rota Co-ordinator /
Magazine Editor

Margaret Goddard

8892 5765

Church booking

Anne Balderson

8890 7411

Schola – usually Wednesdays 7.30pm – contact Fr Alex

SAINTS @ WORSHIP
services at All Saints

Sunday Parish Mass 10am
Tuesday Mass 7pm
Wednesday Mass 10am / 7pm
Thursday Mass 10am
Friday Mass 7pm
Saturday Mass 9.30am
Please check times of weekday services on our website
as they may sometimes change
visit our website on www.allsaintstwickenham.co.uk
facebook www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTwickenham
live stream please go to the facebook page
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