WHO'S WHO AT ALL SAINTS
.Parish Priest

Fr Alex Lane
All Saints House
Churchview Road
Twickenham
TW2 5BX

0208 894 3580
Vicar.allsaintstwickenham
@gmail.com

Churchwardens

June Allen
John Littley

8898 1540
01256 780287

Rota Co-ordinator
/ Magazine Editor
Church booking

Margaret Goddard

8892 5765

Anne Balderson

8890 7411

Discussion Group – usually alternate Tuesdays—see Fr Alex
Schola – usually Wednesdays 7.30pm – contact Fr Alex

SAINTS @ WORSHIP
services at All Saints

Sunday Parish Mass 10am
Tuesday 9.30am
Wednesday Mass 9.30am / 7pm
Thursday Mass 10am
Friday Mass 9.30am
Saturday Mass 9.30am
During the winter Masses on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday will usually be in
the Vicarage Oratory where we will be warmer!
Please check times of weekday services on our website as they may sometimes
change
visit our website on www.allsaintstwickenham.co.uk
facebook www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTwickenham
live stream www.ustream.tv/channel/all-saints-twickenham
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THE ROLLING YEAR
SAT 3 DEC
SUN 4 DEC

SAT 10 DEC

HAMPTON CHORAL SOCIETY
CONCERT
TREE SUNDAY!
ALL HANDS ON DECK PLEASE!
BRING AND SHARE LUNCH
COFFEE, CAKES AND ANGELS IN THE
VICARAGE. 10AM
COME AND MAKE AN ANGEL!

SUN 8TH JAN EPIPHANY
MPARISH MASS 10AM
FRI 27 JAN

BURNS NIGHT SUPPER

WED 1 MAR

ASH WEDNESDAY

SUN 26 MAR MOTHERING SUNDAY
SUN 9 APR

PALM SUNDAY

14-18 DEC

WINTERSHALL NATIVITY

SUN 18 DEC

ADVENT 4
CAROL SERVICE
CHRISTMAS MINI MARKET

THURS 13 APR MAUNDY THURSDAY
FRI 14 APR

GOOD FRIDAY

CAROL CONCERT AT BRINSWORTH
HOUSE 2PM
CHRISTMAS E VE
MIDNIGHT MASS OF THE NATIVITY
10PM
CHRISTMAS DAY
MASS OF THE DAY 11AM

SAT 15 APR

HOLY SATURDAY

SUN 16 APR

EASTER DAY

SUN 4 JUN

PENTECOST

THU 22 DEC
SAT 24 DEC

SUN 25 DEC
FRI 30 DEC

CHRISTMAS COCXKTAL PARTY
IN THE VICARAGE

In general, the prices in the index have Christmas Price Index (US$)
reflected the United States' growing Year Christmas Δ% in CPI True Cost of
service economy—prices for goods
Price Index
Christmas
have mostly fallen, but prices for 1984 $12,623.10 +1.44% $61,318.94
labour have risen greatly. The cost of
hiring ladies and lords, for example, 2000 $15,210.22 +1.81% $60,307.18
has risen over 300%.
2001 $15,748.81 +3.54% $62,935.17
After the high cost of the dancers, the 2002 $14,558.05 −7.56% $54,951.31
seven swans are the most expensive
item on the index; the unpredictable 2003 $16,885.28 +15.99% $65,264.28
breeding cycle of swans makes their 2004 $17,296.91 +2.44% $66,334.46
supply uncertain. The cheapest item in 2005 $18,348.87 +6.08% $72,608.02
the index is the partridge, which, in
2006 $18,920.59 +3.12% $75,122.03
2008, could be purchased for $20.
The survey also tracks the cost of 2007 $19,507.25 +3.10% $78,100.10
ordering the items online; doing so is 2008 $21,080.10 +8.06% $86,608.51
significantly more expensive, in part 2009 $21,465.56 +1.83% $87,402.81
due to shipping costs. In 2008, PNC
2010 $23,439.38 +9.20% $96,824.29
estimated the total cost at $31,956.62,
up 2.3% from 2007, while purchasing 2011 $24,263.18 +3.50% $101,119.84
all 364 items online would cost 2012 $25,431.18 +6.1%[ $107,300.24
$131,150.76, an increase of 1.8%:
2013 $27,393.18 +7.70% $114,651.18
however, if the buyer were to purchase
each item from the least-expensive 2014 $27,673.21 +1.00% $116,273.06
vendor, the total index would be 2015 $34,130.99 +0.6%
$155,407.18
$19,844.95, a discount of 5.86%.
Criticisms.
The Christmas Price Index has been criticized for a number of reasons.

The index does not clearly define the products that comprise each of the
twelve gifts. For example, the price for the eight “maids-a-milking” only
includes the cost of eight laborers at Federal minimum wage, while milking
also requires at least a milk cow, which is an additional cost.

The index also relies on only one data source per gift when a more reliable
approach might use several retailers.

The index prices products that do not actually correspond with the actual gift
described. The ten “lords-a-leaping” are valued by using the cost of hiring

Christmas—it’s enough to
bring anyone to his knees!

male ballet dancers instead of real lords.
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From Fr Alex

On the 13th Day of Christmas I got the bill!
The Christmas Price Index is a tongue-in-cheek economic indicator, maintained by
the U.S. bank PNC Wealth Management, which tracks the cost of the items in the
carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas".
The Christmas Price Index chose the items in the popular Christmas carol "The
Twelve Days of Christmas" as its market basket: a partridge in a pear tree, two
turtle doves, three French hens, four calling birds, five gold rings, six geese, seven
swans, eight maids, nine dancing ladies, ten leaping lords, eleven pipers, and
twelve drummers. According to tradition, the purchasing of the items begins on
December 26 and ends on January 6.
PNC compiles both a "Christmas Price Index" and "The True Cost of Christmas."
The "Christmas Price Index" is calculated
by adding the cost of the items in the song.
The "True Cost of Christmas," however, is
calculated by buying a partridge in a pear
tree on each of the twelve days, buying two
turtle doves from the second day onward, for
a total of 22 turtle doves, etc., for the
complete set of 364 items.
The price of each item is set as follows:[

The pear tree comes from a local Philadelphia nursery.

The partridge, turtle dove, and French hen prices are determined by the
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden.

The price of a canary at Petco is used for the calling [sic] bird, though the
price of a blackbird (colly bird) may reflect the original version of the song.

Gordon Jewellers sets the cost of the gold rings, though the gold rings of the
song may actually refer to ring-necked pheasants.

The maids are assumed to be unskilled laborers earning the federal
minimum wage.

A Philadelphia dance company provides estimates for the salary of "ladies
dancing".

The Philadelphia Ballet estimates the salary for the "leaping lords".

The going-rate for drummers and pipers is that of a Pennsylvania musicians'
union.
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Does it seem to you that each year the secular Christmas season
gets busier and busier, and earlier and earlier, that we get further
and further away from the true meaning of Advent and Christmas?
The best way to combat this tendency is to adopt or renew Advent
traditions in the home. Whether you are single, a busy parent with
children or in your “riper years” you can celebrate Advent as if you
are actually anticipating the coming of Christ—which is the whole
point. It’s a spiritual journey! Remember the reason for the season;
Advent and Christmas are Christian liturgical seasons. When you know what the season is
meant to be, you will more likely do the kinds of things that emphasize that purpose.

WHAT DOES ADVENT MEAN?
Advent derives from the Latin adventus meaning ‘arrival’ or ‘approach’. For thousands of
years the world waited for the coming of the Messiah to redeem and to save the human
race, restoring mankind’s relationship to God.
We, too, experience this same longing for the coming of Christ. Spiritually, we long for the
coming of Christ into our hearts as the Holy Spirit draws us into an ever deepening
relationship with Him; we also long for Christ in his Second Coming, when He will return
physically to earth—as He promised—to restore all things to Himself.
Therefore the Advent season has these characteristics:
It is a season of,
Hopeful longing,
Joyful expectation,
Prayerful penance, and
Spiritual preparation.
It looks to,
Salvation history of the past,
Our present redemption being accomplished, and the future coming of Christ.
Advent connects us spiritually with God’s whole plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.

WHEN DOES ADVENT BEGIN?
Advent is the liturgical season we celebrate as the precursor to the Christmas
season. Don’t skip it! It’s there for a reason. Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before
Christmas and ends on December 24th. Christmas begins on December 25th at 1st
Vespers (Evening Prayer) and continues until the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
Advent is our liturgically built-in time of spiritual preparation for Christmas. If you want to
get the most out of the Christmas season and fill up your soul with love for Christ, the best
way to do that is to “let every heart prepare Him room” —and celebrating Advent is the
Church’s way to do it!
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On the ninth day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Nine ladies dancing…
The NINE fruits of the Holy Spirit = love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control
On the tenth day of Christmas my true love sent to me

Sunday

Ten Lords a-leaping...
The TEN Commandments: 1. Thou shall have no other gods before me
2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, nor bow down
to it or worship it
3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain
4. Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy
5. Honour thy father and mother
6. Thou shalt not kill
7. Thou shalt not commit adultery
8. Thou shalt not steal
9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour
10. Thou shalt not covet

4th December

TREE SUNDAY.

On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Eleven Pipers piping...
The ELEVEN faithful apostles: - Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John,
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon
the Zealot, Judas son of James

All hands on deck please.

Bring and share lunch.

Some Christmas Tips
 Place pared orange or lemon peel in a low oven till it dries out.

Crush and keep in a jar to flavour cakes

 Blanch almonds by pouring boiling water over them. After a few

minutes, drain and squeeze and the skins will come off easily.

 Cover Christmas cake in the oven with an old biscuit tin to keep

the moisture in.

 Wrap Christmas cake in a plastic bag or greaseproof paper and foil

to keep it moist.
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On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Twelve drummers drumming...
The TWELVE points of doctrine in the Apostles creed: 1. God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
2. Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
3. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary.
4. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried.
5. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
6. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty.
7. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
8. the Holy Spirit,
9. the holy catholic Church,
10. the communion of saints,
11. the forgiveness of sins,
12. the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
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The Twelve Days of Christmas—an interpretation

Sunday 18th December

The “True Love” refers to God Himself and “me” represents every baptised person.

Advent 4

On the first day of Christmas my true love sent to me
a Partridge in a pear tree.
The ONE true God revealed in the Person of Jesus Christ
On the second day of Christmas my true love sent to me

Parish Mass 10am

Two turtle doves…

The TWO Testaments—the Old and the New
On the third day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Three French Hens...
The THREE Persons of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
or
The THREE ideological virtues, Faith, Hope and Charity
On the fourth day of Christmas my true love sent to me

Carol Service

Four calling birds...
The FOUR Gospel writers—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

with live Nativity play

On the fifth day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Five gold rings…
The FIVE books of the Torah—the Pentateuch - Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, which contain the Law

4pm
Come dressed as your
favourite character from
the story of Jesus Birth shepherds, sheep,
angels, Mary, Joseph,
the Innkeeper

On the sixth day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Six geese a-laying...
The SIX days of creation: -the heavens and the earth; the sky and seas;
the land and plants; the sun, moon, and stars; fish and birds; land animals
and man
On the seventh day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Seven swans a-swimming..
The SEVEN Sacraments—Baptism, Penance, Confirmation, Holy
Communion, Anointing the sick, Holy Orders, Matrimony
On the eighth day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Eight maids a-milking...
The EIGHT Beatitudes—Blessed are the poor, those who mourn, the
meek, those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, the merciful, the
pure in heart, those who are persecuted, the peacemakers

We are invited to a

CAROL CONCERT

AT

BRINSWORTH HOUSE

on Thursday 22nd December at 2pm
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It couldn't happen here—could it??!!
Twas the month before Christmas*
*When all through our land,*
*Not a Christian was praying*
*Nor taking a stand.*
*See the PC Police had taken away,*
*The reason for Christmas - no one could say.*
*The children were told by their schools not to sing,*
*About Shepherds and Wise Men and Angels and things.*
*It might hurt people's feelings, the teachers would say*
* December 25th is just a ' Holiday '.*
*Yet the shoppers were ready with cash, cheques and credit*
*Pushing folks down to the floor just to get it!*
*As Targets were hanging their trees upside down*
* In shops the word Christmas - was no where to be found.*
*At Tesco and Staples and Penny's and Sears*
*You won't hear the word Christmas; it won't touch your ears.*
*Inclusive, sensitive, Di-ver-si-ty*
*Are words that were used to intimidate me.*
*At the top of the Government, there arose such a clatter*
*To eliminate Jesus, in all public matter*
*And we spoke not a word, as they took away our faith*
* Forbidden to speak of salvation and grace*
*The true Gift of Christmas was exchanged and discarded*
*The reason for the season, stopped before it started.*
*So as you celebrate 'Winter Break' under your 'Dream Tree'*
*Sipping your Starbucks, listen to me.*
*Choose your words carefully, choose what you say*
*Shout MERRY CHRISTMAS ,
not Happy Holiday !*
So Christians join together and wish everyone you meet a
MERRY CHRISTMAS
Christ is The Reason for the Christ-mas Season!
6
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The Advent Wreath.
The first Candle is called the PROPHECY
CANDLE or the CANDLE OF HOPE. It
reminds us that centuries before he Birth
of Jesus, wise men called Prophets
foretold His Birth. One Prophet called
Micah even foretold that Jesus would be
born in Bethlehem.

The
second
Candle,
called
the
BETHLEHEM CANDLE or CANDLE OF
PEACE, reminds us of the little town of
our Saviour’s birth. We picture Mary and
Joseph going wearily from inn to inn,
unable to find a resting place until at
last they are led to the shelter of a
stable.
The third Candle is named the
SHEPHERDS’
CANDLE
or
the
CANDLE OF JOY, for it is the
shepherds who came first to adore
the Christ Child and to spread the
Good News.
The fourth Candle is called the
ANGELS’ CANDLE or CANDLE OF
LOVE. It honours the angels who
brought the great news to mankind on
that wondrous night. Although we may
not see or hear them, it is the angels
who, even to this day, bring God’s
messages to us in thoughts of love and
peace, joy and goodwill.

SUNDAY
8 TH JANUARY

The fifth Candle is the CANDLE OF
JESUS and is lit to welcome Him into
the world on Christmas Day,
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P ARISH MASS

10AM
7

Every week we pray for a two or three roads in the parish.
During December these roads are: -

7.30pm

BETHLEHEM
HOUSE OF BREAD

week beginning 4th

Staines Road

week beginning 13th

Butts Crescent, Whiteleys Way, Glebe Way

week beginning 18th

Court Close, Court Close Avenue

Week beginning 25th

Beech Way, River Way, Elm Close

ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast
away the works of darkness, and put upon us the
armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life,
in which Your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when He shall
come again in His glorious Majesty, to judge both
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through Him who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for Advent Sunday

The Church is the true House of Bread.
The Altar links the Crib to the Cross
because it is a symbol for Christ and it is
the place where the “wondrous
exchange” which began at Christ’s
Nativity is continued in the Eucharistic
Sacrifice.

Give Jesus a birthday present—
wrap up your
children and
bring them to
Church!

God comes down to man as Man, to take man up to Himself.
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